Timaru Christian School
Te Kura Karaitiana o Te Tihi o Maru

School Newsletter Week 1, Term 1, 2021
From the Principal’s desk…
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau
This year our focus is on Resilience. It is something that can be developed in all of us as we seek
to live to the fullest, making the most of the opportunities and blessings God has in store for us.
Throughout Term One I will be sharing some thoughts on this attribute and I welcome your
thoughts on the subject too.

Christ-centred

Truth

Growing up in Te Anau, sandflies were a part of life, a minor inconvenience that was soothed
with calamine lotion before bed if really needed. We put up with them even though we had no
idea of their function or purpose and didn’t let the occasional bite interrupt our run or swim or
tramp in one of the most beautiful places in the world. Somehow, over the past 30 years, we
have got to the point where if we see a sandfly or mosquito, we saturate ourselves in repellent,
put on the long sleeves and tuck our pants into our socks, the windows are closed and the
citronella candle is lit. A small inconvenience takes the focus off the big picture and we go into
combat mode. If we can’t ignore a sandfly, what will we do when the serious bugs step on the
scene?
There are going to be lots of things that are inconvenient to us this year, things that don’t seem
to serve a function or purpose to us personally, things we might disagree with, but they will be
things that we can’t avoid. How are we going to deal with them? Are we going to go on the
offensive, arming ourselves and being prepared to die for the cause, or are we going to focus
on what’s important and choose our battles carefully? It takes a lot of energy to be in combat
mode continually, we end up living in a part of our brain that doesn’t allow us to make
connections and think creatively. But if we are able to live with the little things, even if we
don’t understand them, we will be able to move forward and deal with the bigger things ahead.
May we be able to make molehills out of mountains in the coming year as we model to our
children what it means to be resilient.
Nga manaakitanga. Many blessings.
Bethany Rentoul, Principal

Congratulations and Celebrations!
We welcome Mrs E and Mrs Pilgrim to our team this year. They will be working as Teacher Aides
throughout the year.
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Upcoming Events
8th Feb – Waitangi Day (School Closed)
11th Feb – Swimming for Years 1-8;
Chapel 2:30pm
18th Feb – Swimming for Years 1-8; Board
Meeting 7pm
22nd – 24th Feb – Learning Conferences
25th Feb - Swimming for Years 1-8
2nd-3rd Mar – Year 9-10 Camp in ChCh
4th Mar – Swimming for Years 1-8
11th Mar – TCS Swimming Sports; Chapel
2:30pm; SC Triathlon

25th Mar – Swimming for Years 1-8 ; Chapel 2:30pm;
Board Meeting 7pm
31st Mar – SC Swimming Sports (today or 9th April –
tbc)
1st Apr – Teacher Only Day (School closed)
2nd Apr-6th Apr – Easter Break (please note: Tuesday is
a school holiday also)
8th Apr – SC Swimming Sports (tbc)
16th Apr - Last day of term
3rd May – Start of Term 2

Opportunities to Serve
Weekly Prayer meetings are held in the Korero Room on Thursdays at 9am. If you would like to
serve in this way, by praying for our School Community, feel free to drop in.
Our Manaakitanga Group helps to meet needs in our School Community. If you know of
someone who needs a ride to school for their child, a meal or two to help through a difficult
time, or just a friendly face to come and visit, please let us know at the Office or contact Nicki
Law on 0272040688.

Servant-heart

Important Notices to Notice
T Ball starts again for those who were in the 2020 team. 4pm at Sir Basil Arthur park, Diamond 1.
Swimming starts next Thursday - the bus leaves school at 10:45am for all students up to year 8.
Servant Leaders - Each of our Year 9 and 10 students are taking on leadership and service opportunities
throughout the year. This is a great way to develop social and leadership skills in each of them, and demonstrating
to the rest of the students how a servant heart looks. Please encourage them when you see them in action.
Manaakitanga Team Meeting – Thursday 11th February 3:15pm in the Whanau Room – The Manaakitanga Team
works together to meet needs in the School Community and provide opportunities for the Community to meet
together. Next week we will be meeting together to plan our Term 1 School Community Event. If you are already
part of the team or are keen to get involved, please come along to next Thursday’s meeting.
Lunchtime Activities - As we work to provide a wide range of Arts and Sports opportunities for students, there are
lunchtime activities on offer everyday. We have House Competitions, Senior Ultimate Frisbee, Seedlings, Jump
Jam, Junior Musical Games, Junior Tball, and Senior Photography throughout Term 1. Children are able to sign up
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for those that are on offer for their year level. Feel free to encourage your child to try something new. They are
still welcome to simply enjoy free and creative play on the playground at lunchtimes as well. 
TCS School Uniform - Our school uniform is a way of helping students to identify as being part of our school. It
also teaches children to take pride in their appearance, and to manage and be responsible for their belongings.
Parents are responsible for ensuring their children arrive at school in the correct uniform each day. If an item
needs replacing or an incorrect uniform item is worn to school, parents will be texted to let them know. Please do
not be offended by this; it is something that can be easily overlooked in the morning rush. If a replacement item is
not able to be purchased for a few days, please send a note or text to school so the classroom teacher is aware
that you are taking action. Second-hand clothing is available from the School Office and we are happy to loan
items if required.

Developing Resilience in Ourselves and Our Children

Perseverance

Building resilience—the ability to adapt well to adversity, trauma, tragedy, threats, or even
significant sources of stress—can help our children manage stress and feelings of anxiety and
uncertainty. However, being resilient does not mean that children won’t experience difficulty
or distress. Emotional pain, sadness, and anxiety are common when we have suffered major
trauma or personal loss, or even when we hear of someone else’s loss or trauma. The good
news is that resilience skills can be learned. Each week we will share one way to help build
resilience in your family.
 Make connections
Teach your child the importance of engaging and connecting with their peers, including the
skill of empathy and listening to others. Find ways to help children foster connectivity by
suggesting they connect to peers in-person or through phone, video chats, and texts. It’s
also important to build a strong family network. Connecting with others provides social
support and strengthens resilience. https://www.apa.org/topics/resilience-guide-parents

School Family Businesses You Can Support
Compliance Partners
Compliance Partners delivers practical solutions that meet the requirements of current health
and safety legislation and provides customised Health & Safety systems for your business which
are easy to understand, use and implement.
We would like to assist Timaru Christian School parents to ensure their businesses are health and
safety compliant. We are offering all TCS parents a free 1-hour health and safety assessment of
their business. Simply reference the school when you contact Marlene Battiss on 0272929716 or
e-mail marlene@cp.org.nz.
King Street Takeaways
39a King Street
688 8191
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Community Events

Learners

Mums and Dads Coffee Group
Meets on Friday mornings in the
Whanau Room from 9am-10am.
Come along and spend time
getting to know, support and
encourage one another in this
informal setting
Free Piano
We have been offered a piano
for one of our students, for free.
If you are interested, please
phone Chris on 0273484467.
Timaru School of Music
Enrolment days: Wednesday
February 10 & 17 at Oceanview
Heights School Hall from 3.30 to
5.30pm. Government funded
tuition. Classes Available:
Guitar, Ukulele, Recorder, Flute,
Clarinet, Cornet, Trumpet, Trombone, Violin, Suzuki Violin, Cello. One-off fee of $40 per year
Hire instruments available. E-mail timaruschoolofmusic@gmail.com

Being a parent is like jumping out a plane with a bunch of people who don’t know how to open their own chutes. So, you fly
around doing it for them…Then you hit the ground, but you don’t die. You get up and cook dinner.
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