
Timaru Christian School Self-Isolation Learning Activities 

MATERIALS YOU 
WILL NEED: 
Maths book, 
Pencil case, 
ruler, 
Chromebook, 
Writing book, 
Paper, 
Colouring things 
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Go outside for 30 
minutes and use 
a tally chart to 
show the colours 
of cars that pass 
your house. 
What is the most 
popular colour? 

Use the 
information from 
yesterday to make 
a bar graph. 

Think of 5 things 
you might hear if 
you are outside. Put 
them into a tally 
chart, then go 
outside for 30 
minutes and record 
every time you hear 
one of those things. 

Use the 
information from 
yesterday to make 
a bar graph. 

Use your measuring 
skills to do baking or 
cooking with Mum 
or Dad in the 
kitchen. 

Play a board 
game or a card 
game with your 
family. 

Find a dice and roll it one 
hundred times. Use a 
tally chart to show which 
number it lands on each 
time. 

Use the 
information from 
yesterday to make 
a bar graph. 

Look around your 
house to find 10 
circles, 10 squares, 
10 triangles, 10 
rectangles. What is 
the most popular 
shape in your 
house? What is 
the most unusual 
shape? 

Play a board 
game or a 
card game 
with your 
family. 
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Use Sunshine Online Reading Programme. Choose one story to read each day. Go on the @home tab on the school’s website and click on ‘100 sight words’. Practice reading them as fast as you can.  

Set up your 
room like the 
mat in your 
classroom. 
Pretend you are 
the teacher and 
read the story to 
your toys. 

Use some toys to 
retell the story. 

Draw a picture of 
your favourite part 
of the story. 

Use Mum or Dad’s 
phone or a camera 
to record you 
reading the story. 

Phone someone 
special and read the 
story to them over 
the phone. 

Use the sight 
word list to 
make up a new 
story. 

Write one of the 
sentences from your 
story on a piece of paper. 
Cut the words out and 
ask someone to put 
them back in order. 

Retell the story to 
your Mum or Dad 
without looking at 
the pictures or 
words. 

Once you have 
read your story. 
Try reading noe of 
the pages 
backwards. Can 
you read it faster 
and faster? 

Phone 
someone 
special and 
read the 
story to them 
over the 
phone. 
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Look on the school’s website (www.timaruchristian.school.nz) to find your Essential Spelling list. Practise your spelling words by doing things like: 1) writing them on the concrete with water; 2) using different colours to 
write each letter in a word; 3) putting the word into a sentence; 4) putting them into a wordfind; 5) getting Mum or Dad to spell them & check they are right; 6) teaching your toys how to spell them. 

Write about your 
mum or dad. 
What do they do 
and say? 

Write about your 
grandparents or 
aunty and uncle or 
cousins. What do 
you love about 
them? 

Write about your 
favourite toy. Why 
do you like it so 
much? 

Write about your 
pet, or a pet you 
would really like to 
have. 

Write a letter to 
your teacher, then 
ask Mum or Dad to 
email it to her. 

Write about 
your house. 
What is special 
about it? What 
is your favourite 
place in your 
house. 

Write about what it’s like 
to be at home in 
isolation. What do you 
like? What do you hate? 

Go outside and 
watch the birds, 
bugs or animals you 
can see. Write 
about what you 
have seen. 

Go outside, lie on 
the ground and 
look at the sky. 
What shapes can 
you see? Write a 
story about it. 

Write a card 
to thank 
someone 
who has 
helped you or 
been kind to 
you. 
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Our focus this year is ‘Living in the Blessings’. Even when you are stuck at home, there are still lots of things to be thankful for.  
Try these activities with your family to remind yourselves about the blessings around us. 

Draw a picture of 
your family. 
Write words 
around it to 
show what you 
love about each 
person. 

Make a list of 
everything you 
have in your home 
that you don’t 
need but that you 
are grateful for. 

Choose a verse in 
the Bible about 
being blessed. 
Decorate and 
display it on your 
fridge. 

Ask your Mum or 
Dad to tell you 
about something 
that has happened 
in the past for your 
family that showed 
God was looking 
after you. 

Write a prayer which 
you can say at night-
time or tea-time 
which thanks God 
for what He has 
done and given us. 

Make a Praise 
chart where you 
write the things 
you are grateful 
for at the end of 
each day. 
Decorate it to 
look amazing. 

Look at some family 
photos and talk about 
the special memories 
your family has. 

Think of a blessing 
for each letter of 
the alphabet. 

List 5 things that 
we usually think is 
a bad thing eg 
rain, homework 
etc. For each 
thing, can you 
think of a way God 
can use it for our 
good? 

Make a card 
to encourage 
and bless 
someone you 
know. 

 

http://www.timaruchristian.school.nz/


Timaru Christian School Self-Isolation Learning Activities 

MATERIALS YOU 
WILL NEED: 
Maths book, 
Pencil case, 
ruler, 
Chromebook, 
Writing book, 
Paper, Colouring 
things 

Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five Day Six Day Seven Day Eight Day Nine Day Ten 

 Start with a basic facts activity from https://mathsstarters.net/ each day. 
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Create a line graph to track the temperatures of Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Timaru and Dunedin each day. (You will need 5 lines on your graph). You can get your information from the news or a weather app at the 
same time each day. What patterns can you see at the end of the 10 days? 
Choose 30 minutes during the day when you watch television. (It must be agreed with Mum or Dad, and be at the same time each day.) Every time there is an ad break, record on a tally chart who each ad is targeted at: 
children, teenagers, adults, parents, older people, everyone. Are the ads mostly aimed at one group of people? How do you know? 
Choose something else around the house to measure over the week. Should it be presented as a tally chart, a bar graph or a line graph? What do the results tell you? 
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Use Sunshine Online Reading Programme, or EPIC online library. Choose one story to read each day. 

Use the thinking hats 
to consider what you 
have red – white 
(facts), yellow 
(positives), purple 
(negatives), green 
(new ideas) 

Write 5 
comprehension 
questions you 
could ask 
someone about 
this text.  

Write a blurb or 
short overview of 
the story that 
would make 
someone else 
want to read it. 

Create a book 
cover for the story 
which shows new 
readers what they 
would be reading 
about. 

Retell the story 
using a flow 
diagram. 

Retell the story 
with sound effects 
using objects 
found around the 
house. 

Record yourself 
reading the story. 
Listen to hear 
what you sound 
like and share it 
with someone, if 
you’re brave. 

Think of a family 
member who you 
can call and read 
to. Perhaps you 
have a 
grandparent who 
would like to hear 
you read. 

What is the most 
important message 
the author is trying 
to tell you through 
this story? 

Does this story 
remind you of 
anything else 
you have read 
before? In 
what way? 
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If you are working on Essential Spelling lists, look on the school’s website (www.timaruchristian.school.nz) to find your list and  
practise spelling them everyday using activities you remember from school. 

Write a story that 
includes the following 
things: sneeze, apple, 
gumboots, rocket ship. 

Write a story 
that includes the 
following things: 
sadness, 
motorbike, teddy 
bear, baked 
beans. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: 
old people, a kiwi, 
a marae, a dog. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: a 
boat, treasure, a 
storm, a 
pineapple. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: a 
bag, an umbrella, a 
book, a police 
officer. 

Choose your 
favourite story 
from the past five 
days. Write 
another draft of it, 
adding more 
information into it. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and subtract (take 
away) something 
that is unnecessary 
or doesn’t 
enhance the story. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and change 
something in the 
story that wasn’t 
working or could 
be better. 

Write a final draft of 
your story and 
rearrange some of 
the words or 
sentences to make it 
sound better. 
Underline any 
spelling words you 
need to fix. 

Publish your 
story – email it 
to your 
teacher. 
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Our focus this year is ‘Living in the Blessings’. Even when you are stuck at home, there are still lots of things to be thankful for.  
Try these activities with your family to remind yourselves about the blessings around us. 

Draw a picture of your 
family. Write words 
around it to show what 
you love about each 
person. 

Make a list of 
everything you 
have in your 
home that you 
don’t need but 
that you are 
grateful for. 

Choose a verse in 
the Bible about 
being blessed. 
Decorate and 
display it on your 
fridge. 

Ask your Mum or 
Dad to tell you 
about something 
that has happened 
in the past for your 
family that showed 
God was looking 
after you. 

Write a prayer 
which you can say 
at night-time or 
tea-time which 
thanks God for 
what He has done 
and given us. 

Make a Praise 
chart where you 
write the things 
you are grateful 
for at the end of 
each day. 
Decorate it to look 
amazing. 

Look at some 
family photos and 
talk about the 
special memories 
your family has. 

Think of a blessing 
for each letter of 
the alphabet. 

List 5 things that we 
usually think is a bad 
thing eg rain, 
homework etc. For 
each thing, can you 
think of a way God 
can use it for our 
good? 

Make a card 
to encourage 
and bless 
someone you 
know. 

 

https://mathsstarters.net/
http://www.timaruchristian.school.nz/


Timaru Christian School Self-Isolation Learning Activities 

MATERIALS YOU 
WILL NEED: 
Maths book, 
Pencil case, 
ruler, 
Chromebook, 
Writing book, 
Paper, Colouring 
things 

Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five Day Six Day Seven Day Eight Day Nine Day Ten 
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Go to Maths Starters and do some basic facts practice - https://mathsstarters.net/ Go to Khan Academy and select an aspect of Maths that you struggle with the most. Work 
through the activities each day to gain more understanding and confidence in it. 
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Use the EPIC online library or https://www.kiwikidsnews.co.nz/ or https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/ . Choose one story to read each day. 

Use the thinking hats 
to consider what you 
have red – white 
(facts), yellow 
(positives), purple 
(negatives), green (new 
ideas) 

Write 5 
comprehension 
questions you 
could ask 
someone about 
this text.  

Write a blurb or 
short overview of 
the story that 
would make 
someone else 
want to read it. 

Create a book 
cover for the story 
which shows new 
readers what they 
would be reading 
about. 

Retell the story 
using a flow 
diagram. 

Retell the story 
with sound effects 
using objects 
found around the 
house. 

Record yourself 
reading the story. 
Listen to hear what 
you sound like and 
share it with 
someone, if you’re 
brave. 

What are 5 
questions this 
story/article raises 
in your mind (that 
you would like 
answered)? 

What is the most 
important message 
the author is trying 
to tell you through 
this story? 

Does this story 
remind you of 
anything else 
you have read 
before? In 
what way? 
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Write a story that 
includes the following 
things: sneeze, apple, 
gumboots, rocket ship. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: 
sadness, 
motorbike, teddy 
bear, baked 
beans. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: 
old people, a kiwi, 
a marae, a dog. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: a 
boat, treasure, a 
storm, a pineapple. 

Write a story that 
includes the 
following things: a 
bag, an umbrella, a 
book, a police 
officer. 

Choose your 
favourite story 
from the past five 
days. Write 
another draft of it, 
adding more 
information into it. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and subtract (take 
away) something 
that is unnecessary 
or doesn’t enhance 
the story. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and change 
something in the 
story that wasn’t 
working or could 
be better. 

Write a final draft of 
your story and 
rearrange some of 
the words or 
sentences to make it 
sound better. 
Underline any 
spelling words you 
need to fix. 

Publish your 
story – email it 
to your 
teacher. 
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Our focus this year is ‘Living in the Blessings’. Even when you are stuck at home, there are still lots of things to be thankful for.  
Try these activities with your family to remind yourselves about the blessings around us. 

Draw a picture of your 
family. Write words 
around it to show what 
you love about each 
person. 

Make a list of 
everything you 
have in your 
home that you 
don’t need but 
that you are 
grateful for. 

Choose a verse in 
the Bible about 
being blessed. 
Decorate and 
display it on your 
fridge. 

Ask your Mum or 
Dad to tell you 
about something 
that has happened 
in the past for your 
family that showed 
God was looking 
after you. 

Write a prayer 
which you can say 
at night-time or 
tea-time which 
thanks God for 
what He has done 
and given us. 

Make a Praise 
chart where you 
write the things 
you are grateful 
for at the end of 
each day. Decorate 
it to look amazing. 

Look at some 
family photos and 
talk about the 
special memories 
your family has. 

Think of a blessing 
for each letter of 
the alphabet. 

List 5 things that we 
usually think is a bad 
thing eg rain, 
homework etc. For 
each thing, can you 
think of a way God 
can use it for our 
good? 

Make a card to 
encourage and 
bless someone 
you know. 

 

 

 

https://mathsstarters.net/
https://www.kiwikidsnews.co.nz/
https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/


Timaru Christian School Self-Isolation Learning Activities 

MATERIALS YOU 
WILL NEED: 
Pencil case, 
ruler, 
Chromebook, 
Writing book, 
Paper, Colouring 
things 

Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five Day Six Day Seven Day Eight Day Nine Day Ten 
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Go to Maths Starters and do some basic facts practice - https://mathsstarters.net/ . Go to Khan Academy and select an aspect of Maths that you struggle with the most. Work 
through the activities each day to gain more understanding and confidence in it. 
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g Read an article on https://www.kiwikidsnews.co.nz/ or https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/  each day. 

Who is the target audience?; What are the main points? (who, when , where, what, why); Is this news that we should be reading? Why/why not?; Are there any opinions in this 
that are made to sound like fact?; What is one more thing you would like the journalists to ask the people in the article, as part of the interview? 
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Having read Anne Frank’s diary, each day you need to write a new diary entry about your isolation 
experience in a similar way to Anne. It should be at least one page long (size 14 font max) and if you 

don’t have enough real material to write about, make some things up to appeal to the reader. 

Choose your 
favourite diary 
entry from the 
past five days. 
Write another 
draft of it, adding 
more information 
into it. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and subtract (take 
away) something 
that is unnecessary 
or doesn’t 
enhance the story. 

Write another 
draft of your story 
and change 
something in the 
story that wasn’t 
working or could 
be better. 

Write a final draft of 
your story and 
rearrange some of 
the words or 
sentences to make it 
sound better. 
Underline any 
spelling words you 
need to fix. 

Publish your 
story – email it 
to your 
teacher. 
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Our focus this year is ‘Living in the Blessings’. Even when you are stuck at home, there are still lots of things to be thankful for.  
Try these activities with your family to remind yourselves about the blessings around us. 

Draw a picture of your 
family. Write words 
around it to show what 
you love about each 
person. 

Make a list of 
everything you 
have in your 
home that you 
don’t need but 
that you are 
grateful for. 

Choose a verse in 
the Bible about 
being blessed. 
Decorate and 
display it on your 
fridge. 

Ask your Mum or 
Dad to tell you 
about something 
that has happened 
in the past for your 
family that showed 
God was looking 
after you. 

Write a prayer 
which you can say 
at night-time or 
tea-time which 
thanks God for 
what He has done 
and given us. 

Make a Praise 
chart where you 
write the things 
you are grateful 
for at the end of 
each day. Decorate 
it to look amazing. 

Look at some 
family photos and 
talk about the 
special memories 
your family has. 

Think of a blessing 
for each letter of 
the alphabet. 

List 5 things that we 
usually think is a bad 
thing eg rain, 
homework etc. For 
each thing, can you 
think of a way God 
can use it for our 
good? 

Make a card 
to encourage 
and bless 
someone you 
know. 

 

https://mathsstarters.net/
https://www.kiwikidsnews.co.nz/
https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/

