
TIMARU CHRISTIAN SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Te Kura Karaitiana o Te Tihi o Maru 

Week 7, Term 1, 2022 
Kia ora koutou, 

In the past couple of weeks we have seen petrol 
costs sky-rocket, food at the supermarket is costing 
more, we are getting tired of restrictions, and an   
increasing number of people are getting sick around 
us. All the more reason to spend a part of every day 
looking for the blessings around us. 

Some of our blessings at TCS are regularly hidden 
from sight: our Support Staff. We have 7 teacher 
aides employed at TCS at the moment, working in 
classes throughout the school. They each come 
from a variety of backgrounds, with a vast array of                  
experiences which have fed into the role they have 
to play in our kura. 

They are the quiet servants in the classroom,     
coming alongside a child to calm them, or assist 
them, or extend them in their learning. Each of them 
support the teacher of their class so they can focus 
on what they need to do.  

Without our teacher aides, the teachers would find 
themselves spending less time teaching, and more  

 

time managing. No  matter how good a classroom 
teacher is, when they have the support of a quality 
teacher aide, like the ones we have at TCS, our 
children benefit so much more. 

Our other Support Staff include our Office                    
Administrator, Cleaners and Caretaker. Each of 
these individuals have their own talents and serve 
our school in ways that most of us never see. The 
skills they bring to their roles are beyond what their 
roles require of them and so we all benefit.           
Without them, the school would not function fully 
and when they are away we are particularly              
reminded of how much we need them. 

So today, we thank God for our Support Staff team. 

Ka manaaki te Atua ia koe me to whānau.  

God bless you and your family.  

Bethany Rentoul 

Principal 

Celebrations and Certificates: 

Elijah Withington - For being a supportive friend, and 
helping those who need his support.  
 
Yong-Jie Boon - For showing excellent focus in class, 
and producing great work. 
 
Annabelle Ayto - for showing initiative and making 
good choices 

 
Kylee Heyns—For diligent and positive work, as well as 
regularly praying for our class. 
 
Ronaldo Erasmus - For a positive work ethic in 
Math. 
 
Zoey Zwiegelaar—For positive, friendly and respectful 
classwork. 
 
Wan Jun Boon—For working ahead independently 
Malachi Bruning- For applying himself fully in Math 
 
Polo Langi- for his enthusiasm and diligence in class. 
 
Rebekah Purcell- for her respectful and positive            
attitude at all times. 
 
Zandri Theron- for seeking feedback confidently on a 
regular basis. 
 
Valour Pilgrim - for actively engaging in class discus-
sions, sharing his perspective on different topics. 

 

Josiah Coe - sharing ideas and asking thoughtful            
questions in class 

Shermaiah Fiaui - working effectively with others,            
listening well and having a positive attitude towards her 
learning. 
 
Isaiah Crooks - always putting effort into his work and 
sharing thoughtful contributions to discussions 
 
Adam Mitchell-  for awesome work on Literacy activi-
ties. Ka pai! 
 
Wan Xin Boon— for wonderful work in story writing. Ka 
pai! 
 
Talitha Gander - for awesome work on her poem 
about Penguins. Ka pai! 
 
Loketi Langi -  for your creative work on Literacy tasks 
and helping younger members of the class. Ka pai! 
 
Jackson MacLeod- for amazing efforts with his story 
writing 
 
Ollie Jenkins - for trying his best, especially with maths 
and reading 
 
Lorin Crooks - for persevering, even when the work 
seems hard 
 
Malachi Bruning- For applying himself fully in Math 
 
Wendy Hamilton has been appointed as the   
Acting Assistant Principal until next term. We 
look forward to supporting Wendy in this role. 



Northern Hearts Football 2022  

Registrations 

If your child is keen to play football 

for Northern Hearts this season you 

can find all the details on our             

Facebook page - Northern Hearts 

AFC Juniors - or contact us 

on nheartsjuniors@hotmail.com.   

Ages 5/6yrs (this includes 5 year 

olds turning 6yrs this year) to 

13yrs. 

Registrations need to be completed 

by the Wednesday 23rd of March. 

 

Heroes Mufti Day 

Tuesday 22nd March 

Come dressed as a hero  

(Biblical, Comic book, Real life….) 

Why? For fun. 

mailto:nheartsjuniors@hotmail.com


Timaru Christian 

School 

is now running the  

TOY LIBRARY 

 

 

    

WE ARE OPEN 

Tuesdays  

1:30pm-3:00pm 

Wednesdays  

3:00pm-4:00pm 

 

Entrance at 57 Coonoor 

Road (Timaru Christian  

Preschool entrance) 
New members welcome 

 

Should I keep my  

child at home? 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

With Covid throughout our region now, lots of people are 

affected by either testing positive themselves or isolating 

due to family members being positive. There is no shame 

in being affected by this pandemic. If a child is unwell and 

comes to school, passing on an illness, it affects other             

families, often in significant ways (particularly with the           

isolation of whole households in Red).  

In order to enable the school to plan for absences and 

staffing, if your child or family needs to isolate, please let 

us know. If you need to know long you need to isolate, go 

to this simple online tool: 

https://howlongtoisolate.co.nz/  

https://howlongtoisolate.co.nz/


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT END 2021 

At the end of each year we track the 

percentage of students achieving at 

or above their expected level in Core 

Curriculum subjects.  

Across the school, our results have 

continued to track at a similar rate to 

when National Standards data was 

collected. At that time our school 

achieved results at and slightly 

above the national level in Maths 

and  Reading and at about the same 

level in Writing. 

Since Covid reached New Zealand, we have noted the ongoing effects lockdowns, anxiety levels, and general             

disruptions have had on learning. We were advised to expect a drop in achievement levels nationally with the biggest 

impact being felt at the end of 2021. For us, this is most evident in the Reading achievement levels. Our Year 2, 3 and 

7 classes have particularly felt the effects, impacting the overall school results. As a result, our focus this year is on 

increasing reading levels across the school. This will be done by further investigating best practice, looking for trends 

in year levels, gender and ethnicity groupings, and making changes to our Literacy programme to support our stu-

dents. It is pleasing to see that Maths and Reading have maintained similar achievement levels over time. 

Thank you to everyone who answered our 

Homework Survey. You can see some of 

the key findings in these graphs. If you 

have not yet responded to the survey and 

would like to have your say, please go to 

the link that was emailed to you and           

answer the questions before the end of 

the week. 

The Teaching Staff will then consider the 

feedback and look at how to best meet 

the needs of our students and families in 

this regard. 

Homework Survey 
Feedback 



 

Ode To God 

 

Infinite goodness 

Perfection beyond comprehension. 

Even when my faith wanes, 

You stay by my side. 

God is everything that’s good 

And You give all direction. 

In your light nothing fades 

And we need not hide. 

Endless power, indescribable perfection. 

You lead us on at your side. 

 

By Joshua Tang (Year 10) 

 

Timaru Christian School 
Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app: 

 

If you would like to advertise on the Timaru Christian School Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com 

   To download our app: In Google Play & App Store search ‘Skool Loop’ & choose Timaru Christian School once installed. 

Important Dates /             

Upcoming Events 

24th Mar —Board Meeting 7pm TCS 

13th Apr—Last day of classes for  

   Term 1 

14th Apr—Teacher Only Day 

2nd May—Start Term 2 

3rd June—Teacher Only Day 

6th June—Queen’s Birthday 

24th June—Matariki Day 

8th July—End Term 2 

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com

