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HONOURING GOD IN ALL WE DO

Our Vision: Christ-centred learners with servant hearts
Our Values: Love and Grace through Servanthood,
Truth and Perseverance

Thank you for taking the time to consider Timaru Christian
School for your child’s education. Our school is committed to
raising children in partnership with parents, delivering a
Christian Education which supports the values and beliefs
they are taught at home.
Catering for children from new entrants to the first two years
of high school, we are privileged to encourage and equip the
children as they grow, learn, and come to understand their
identity in Christ. We look forward to meeting with you and
sharing more about our kura.
Bethany Rentoul
Principal.
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The Importance of
Christian Education
Everything your child is taught has values engrained in it. It’s unavoidable.
Your child is learning about what is important and valued through the
things he or she hears or doesn’t hear, sees or doesn’t see, by what is
included in the curriculum and by what is excluded in their learning. Your
child’s understanding of the world is shaped by the reactions of those
around him or her, by what is permitted and what is corrected.
The role teachers play in your child’s life is hugely significant. If they do, say
or act in a way which we, as parents, wouldn’t do, our children are receiving
conflicting messages about how to deal with different situations. That is
why it is crucial for parents to ensure the values and beliefs of their
children’s teachers are consistent with those taught at home.
At Timaru Christian School, our teachers are Christians and teach from a
Christian Worldview. That means they are able to model to our students
how to reflect on every situation and approach them in a way which aligns
with the Christian values of our school community.
When students leave TCS they do so with an understanding of who God is,
who they are in relation to Him, and how they can make positive choices in
their lives. Christian Education does not protect our children from the
world, it prepares them for the world so that they will be able to go out to
serve, work and live in a God-honouring way.

Our School Community,
Our Vision and Values
Timaru Christian School is a unique school situated in the South Canterbury
town of Timaru. We are a non-denominational Christian school made up of
families from a variety of churches from traditional to Pentecostal. We offer a
Christian education from Year 1-10 for both domestic and international
students and have approximately 16 different cultures within our school which
is capped at 225 students. Approximately one third of our students speak a
language other than English at home and we celebrate this beautiful diversity
at our school.
As our school is relatively young, we have a number of families who have been
a part of the school community for most (or all) of its existence. We work to
ensure we have a loving family community to which people feel they belong.
Our school’s vision is that we become
‘Christ-centred learners with servant hearts’.
It is something that we want to have modelled by everyone – board members,
teachers, parents and students.
Our school’s values are
‘Love and Grace through Servanthood, Truth and Perseverance’.
Our symbols represent each of these vision and value qualities and incorporate
symbols from around the globe to reflect our cultural diversity.

5 to 15 years plus
In 2016 our kura extended to teach Years 9 and 10, the first two years of secondary
school. We did this in response to parents who were keen for a Christian Education
into the teenage years. By allowing children to remain with people who know and
care about them through a time of physical, mental, emotional and social change,
they are not forced to go through an unsettling time in a new environment.
The teenage years are also a time when children begin to question what it is they
have been taught. By being surrounded by teachers with the same beliefs as their
parents, students are able to ask the questions and get answers which will help
them develop their own faith so that when they leave for senior high school, they
have a good sense of their identity in Christ.

Our junior and senior students naturally interact in the playground. We regularly
enjoy watching the 5 and 6 year olds playing soccer or tag with the ‘big kids’ at break
times. Our seniors serve with junior school activities from time to time; this
develops positive relationship skills across the ages, encouraging students to be
good role models and allowing younger students to learn from others they look up
to.

Teina Team
(Teina means ‘little brother or sister’)

Our Teina classes are Year 1-6 classes. All classes start the day with
Relationship Time. This is space for the teacher and students to enjoy playing
together, getting to know one another better, and promoting a safe, loving
environment for learning to thrive in.
In the junior classes we focus on the basics. Teina Tahi and Teina Rua start the
day with PMP (Perceptual Motor Programme), moving over, under and
through objects, balancing, jumping and throwing their way around equipment
which develops motor skills vital for learning. Two afternoons per week are
spent doing Learn Through Play. This is a time for students to explore topic
concepts through exploration, experimentation and play.
On Fridays Teina students enjoy selecting a technology, arts, and sports/
movement activity to take part in for Enrichment Day. This allows students to
pursue topics they are interested in, and allows students to work alongside
students they don’t always interact with.
While technology is taught as part of Enrichment Day and teachers use technology as a teaching tool, we encourage children to focus on developing social
and creative skills in Years 1-4 rather than focusing on using chromebooks or
tablets for regular classroom activities.

Tuakana Team
(Tuakana means ‘big brother or sister’)

Our Tuakana students, in Years 7-10, are set apart with a slightly different
uniform. We want our pre-teens and teenagers to enjoy more freedom and
responsibilities.
Students are loaned a chromebook by the school which they use for up to 2
hours per day, supporting their learning. We continue to work towards utilising
a balance of technology and paper-based tools, knowing that each develops
different parts of the brain.
Students in Years 9 and 10 are offered free music tuition in drums, keyboard,
acoustic guitar and bass guitar. When timetabling allows, we extend this to
include the Year 7 and 8 students as well. We enjoy hearing the fruits of their
labour with the Worship Band leading singing in Chapel.
On Enrichment Day each week, students select an Arts, a Technology and a
Sports/Movement activity to take part in. This allows them to try something
new or extend the skills they already have.

Discoverers, Learning at
Home and Enrichment Day

Discoverers is a programme where
pre-schoolers, who are due to start
school in the following term, can come
and join our New Entrant class for one
afternoon every week. They take part in
the regular classroom programme,
make connections with the teacher and
classmates, and start to learn the
routines. This makes transitioning into
school so much easier when they start
fulltime.
Learning at Home is a partnership
with families where parents can
choose to teach their child at home
one afternoon per week. The subject,
skill or activity should be something
that is important to the family or
child. Working with the school to
develop the programme, there are
many benefits for the children as
they extend or develop new skills in a
one-on-one setting where parents
are the experts.

Sports
In Term 1 our Year 1-8 students take part in weekly
swimming lessons at C-bay Aquatic Centre, taught by our
teachers. In Term 4 we attend a two week water safety
programme taught by swimming coaches at C-bay.
Junior Sports
Our t-ball team is made up of Year 1 and 2 students who
compete each Friday against other local primary schools.
In Year 2 upwards students can play Netball, starting with
skills and working up to competitive weekend games. We
do this as part of the Rural Schools Club.
Middle/Senior Primary Sports
We regularly enter teams in the interschool basketball,
netball, athletics, swimming and cross country
competitions. If we don’t have enough students to make
up a team in a sport, we work with other schools,
combining to make a team.
High School Sports
We are fortunate to partner with other local high schools
who allow our students to join their sports teams for the
local high school competitions. This also enables them to
develop connections for when they graduate from TCS at
the end of Year 10. Our high school students can choose
to represent the school in Cross Country, Athletics and
Swimming if it is of interest to them.

Technology
At Timaru Christian School, Technology is taught
on-site from Years 1-10.
In the Junior and Middle Primary classes, students
are exposed to basic coding, the design process, and
lego technics. We do not use tablets or
chromebooks with junior students as we want them
to focus on developing positive social,
communication and creative skills with their peers.
As students progress through the school we
introduce Food Technology, Soft Materials, Hard
Materials, Digital Technology, and Electronics.
In Years 9 and 10 Food Technology is taught every
week so students develop practical life skills they
can apply at home.
In Years 5-6 students are introduced to using
chromebooks and Google Classrooms for limited
subjects. In Years 7-10 students are provided with a
chromebook each as a learning tool. We use a
balance of digital and paper-based learning to
ensure students continue to develop social and
communication skills in these years.

Education Outside
the Classroom
We love to provide learning opportunities outside the
classroom to tie in with what they have been studying
at school.
In the Junior school we start with an overnight camp at
school or in the local region.
In even years, Year 5/6 children experience skiing at a
local skifield, Year 7/8 students go on a 3-day camp tied
in with their learning. Past trips have been to
Arrowtown and Dunedin. In odd years, Year 5-10
classes go on a camp together to locations in
Canterbury.
Our Year 9/10s go on camps every term, tied in with a
topic of the time. Locations have included Tekapo,
Mackenzie country, Christchurch, and Dunedin. In even
years they go on a major camp which has been held in
Northland and Wellington, depending on the group
and topic of study. There is a strong focus on life skills
and students learn to camp and cook for their groups.
To date all costs associated with Year 9/10 camps have
been covered by the school.

Attendance Dues and
Activity Expenses
Attendance dues are set by the Ministry of Education in conjunction with the
school’s Trust Board and are used towards property costs.
Attendance Dues are currently $650 + GST per year for each child. An
account is issued by the Trust Board at the beginning of each term for $186.88
per child. Attendance dues are to be paid in advance. Payments are sent
directly to the Trust Board – automatic payments are encouraged.

Activity Expenses cover additional activities your child takes part in
eg swimming lessons, trip costs etc. A statement is sent out to families at the
end of each term.

How to Enrol

Contact Details:
The Office Administrator is available from
8:30am to 12:30pm daily.
Messages can be left outside those hours and
someone will be in touch.
Email: office@timaruchristian.school.nz
Phone: 03 688 1422

Check us out on Facebook, on our website www.timaruchristian.school.nz , or keep up with
notices on the Skool Loop App.
To contact the Principal, Bethany Rentoul, email
principal@timaruchristian.school.nz .
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